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June 10, 1915 - May 6, 2015

COL. JAMES BARCLAY CARVEY

On May 6, the world lost a true patriot, hero, a member of “the greatest
generation” and a truly honest and loyal loving family patriarch.

James B. Carvey was born on June 10, 1915, (during WW1) and was the only
child of Charles Milburn and Anna (Rosecrans) Carvey in Newburgh, New
York. He wrote in his memoirs that he remembers a very happy childhood. He
had an artistic talent that his mother nurtered.

Upon graduation from high school, he joined the New York National Guard
until he was accepted into West Point Military Academy. He was the illustrator
for the West Point annual drawing mostly cartoons. He graduated from The
Academy in June of 1939 and was handed his diploma by President Franklin
D. Roosevelt

A few weeks later, he married his high school sweetheart and love of his life,
Florence Elizabeth Mennerich, at the Cadet Chapel at West Point.

His first assignment was to the 26th division of the 1st Infantry, but in two
months his regiment had to leave for 7 month of intensive training in Georgia
as it became apparent that Hitler's Germany was about to take over the world.



He embarked on an series of maneuvers in various locations which separated
him from his bride. During that time was promoted to 1st Lieutenant in
command of Company K. He was able to return to Newburgh for one day in
time for the birth of their first child, Joan Elizabeth. The new family moved to
Florida in 1942 with the 1st division, but after only 3 months, the Division was
secretly moved to Pennsylvania to prepare for deployment to Europe where
he was promoted to Captain - battalion operations officer. During his
deployment to England, they arrived during German air raid in the Irish Sea.
While in England, his second daughter, Lucinda Ann, was born in Newburgh.
He did not return to the states for 3 years

Early in 1942, he was assigned as battalion operations officer to lead an
advance military unit to England and Scotland for practice on the beaches for
WWII. In late October 1942, he and his men left for North Africa and the war.
He was in combat in Oran, Tunis, Algeria, Tunisia, Sicily and other countries in
that area.

In June of 1943, his battalion returned to England to prepare for the
Normandy landings. During the Thanksgiving holiday, the King and Queen of
England invited them to Buckingham Palace where he met the two teenage
princesses (the present Queen Elizabeth and her sister Princess Ann).

On June 5, 1944, they left Plymouth for the landing at Omaha Beach. As they
approached Omaha Beach, their landing craft hit a mine which blew up and
sank the craft. Carvey (now a Major) somehow survived the explosion and
was in the water about 4 hours before a landing craft from LST494 found him.
After a month in a Wales hospital for a back injury, he returned to Europe and
rejoined the Ist Division of the Infantry. The regimental surgeon determined
that his injury was not ready for further combat and sent him back to a military
hospital in England where he was awarded the Purple Heart. His additional
awards were the French Croix de Guerre, the Silver Star, the Bronze Star and



the Legion of Merit.

His next assignment before the end of the war was at the Pentagon as a
briefing officer in the office of the Chief of Staff of the Army . In 1948, his third
daughter, Patricia Florence, was born.

After the Pentagon assignment, he was sent to the War College in Ft.
Leavenworth, Kansas. A year later, he and his family were transferred to the
American Embassy in England for 4 years where his last child, Jacqueline
Marie, joined the growing family. They returned to the Pentagon just one week
before the coronation of Queen Elizabeth Il in 1952.

His next assigment was Ft. Benning, Ga, before deployment to Korea in 1955
as a Lt Colonel.

In 1957, he was assigned to Texas Tech as the Head of Military Science and
Tactics for four years. He was responsible for getting the attention of all
football fans by initiating the shooting off a cannon every time Texas Tech
made a touchdown! In spite of the shock waves, he was promoted to a full
Colonel. In 1961, the family was sent to Ankara, Turkey, and then to his last
assignment in 1965 at the Presidio of San Francisco.

He retired in 1967 and returned to Lubbock where he earned his masters
degree in education. In retirement in Lubbock, he delivered Meals on Wheels
for 20 years.

In 1995, “The Colonel” (as they refer to him) moved to Midland and has
resided at Manor Park for 20 years. Soon after his arrival, he initiated an
annual golf tournament. He rarely missed any of the Midland great
grandchildren’s sports, dancing, singing and MCT performances.



He enjoyed traveling, working with boy scouts and most sports that he could
play with “his girls”-badminton, tennis, pool, ping pong, bowling. He was also
an avid football fan.

He especially loved to fish and play golf with his friends, his daughters and
their families. He also continued with his drawing and painting talents until his
hands became too shaky in the last 10 years.

James was a fighter, a brave soldier through and through. He almost reached
the age 100 despite

enduring war back injuries, colon cancer, heart surgery and in recent years
several age-related ailments.

He was preceded in death by his wife in 1974, his mother in 1946, his father in
1960, grandsons Jonathon James Sossoman in 1990 and Tommy Beaugh in
2014, his brother-in-law Arthur Mennerich in 1994 and former son-in-law
Robert Southerland in 2013

Surviving to cherish his memory are his four daughters and their husbands,
Joan Elizabeth Southerland Rice (Douglas) of Midland, Texas; Lucinda Ann
Sossoman (Jack) of Topeka, Kansas; Patricia Florence Stark (Mike) of
Phoenix, Arizona; and Jacqueline Marie Beaugh (Ray) of Rio Rancho, New
Mexico.

Surviving grandchildren are Pamela Southerland Lookabaugh (Andrew) of
Midland; Sharla Southerland Hamil (Daniel) of Little EIm, TX; Todd Sossoman
and (Stacy) of Topeka, KS; Holly Sossoman Riley of Olathe, Kansas; Tanya
Sossoman Valdez (Mario) of Corpus Christi, TX; Nikki Stark and Samantha
Stark Townsend (Bill) of Phoenix; and Ann Beaugh Johnson (Shannon) of
Portland, Oregon;

Also ,great grandchildren Dale Lookabaugh (Nicole) and Brooke Lookabaugh



of Midland; Justin Lookabaugh of Dallas; Kayla and Brandon Telshaw of
Corpus Christi; Jonathon Sossoman, Zaydan Sossoman, Zandreah
Sossoman and Braidan Sossoman of Topeka, KS; Cheyenne and Chase Riley
of Olathe, KS; Cynthia, Cassie, Christopher and Zack Conner of Phoenix,;
Ryan Johnson of Oregon: Aaron Johnson of New Mexico; and Mathew and
Emma Townsend of Phoenix.

Young Great Great Grandsons Nolan James Lookabaugh of Midland and
Korbin James Montez of Corpus Christi, TX.

Alln addition, his sister-in-law Ginny Mennerich of Newburgh, NY and his four
Mennerich nephews and their families.

On May 14, our family will lay his body to rest beside our Mother in Peaceful
Gardens in Lubbock with full military honors befitting a great and honorable
man who served his country and family well.

On June 10, 2015, the 100th anniversary of his birth, we will have a
celebration of his life for friends and family at the Chapel in Manor Park at
2pm followed by a reception.

In lieu of flowers, his favorite charities were West Point association of
Graduates, St. Judes Children’s Hospital, Sloan Kettering Memorial Cancer
Center, M D Anderson Cancer Hospital, Wounded Warriors and Manor Park
(to whom we express our greatest appreciation especially the staff at the
Great House and Cowden Cottage who cared for him so well and lovingly).



Tribute Wall

It is a small world, indeed, where in Lubbock,, TX, | found a friend in
Joan, rode to classes at TTU with "The Colonel” and married the
man who worked for him on the troop ship coming back from Korea.
Joan stood up with Tommy and me when we married and has
remained a true friend! | am humbled by 'The Colonel's" service and
all of the service folks who have given we American's the 'land of
the free." May we never forget their service. In the name of Christ to
all who loved him, Judy Vance

Judy Vance - May 13, 2015 at 09:42 AM

Nicole Stark lit a candle in memory of Col. |

James Barclay Carvey

Nicole Stark - May 12, 2015 at 09:54 PM

=

IS(J)EZEZU, | always loved listening to him tell us about his adventures. | will
always remember how he always had a joke to tell and all of his
smart and clever remarks about things that happened. | love you
Grandpa The Great! | an sad that you're gone but the fact that |
know that | will see you again in the presence of God and Jesus
makes the sadness go away. Have fun playing golf on the best
green you've ever been on!

Justin Lookabaugh - May 12, 2015 at 07:18 PM
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Justin Lookabaugh - May 12, 2015 at 07:14 PM

Dear Jackie, Ray and all the rest of Jim's family - We are sad for
your loss, but rejoice in the knowledge that Jim is at peace and with
our Savior and your mother for eternity. What a life he led! And what
great memories you can all share at this sad time.

With love and sympathy,

Carlene & Larry

Carlene Hobbs - May 12, 2015 at 07:02 PM

We were fortunate and honored to know him. I'
He will be missed. Mike and Jan Beaugh

Michael Beaugh - May 12, 2015 at 02:12 AM

Samantha Townsend lit a candle in memory t
of Col. James Barclay Carvey

Samantha Townsend - May 12, 2015 at 12:04 AM



Jackie And Ray Beaugh lit a candle in I
memory of Col. James Barclay Carvey

Jackie and Ray Beaugh - May 11, 2015 at 08:29 PM

Robert Stark & Patrica Stumblingbear purchased
the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Col. James
Barclay Carvey.

Robert Stark & Patrica Stumblingbear - May 11, 2015 at 08:00
PM

Expected or unexpected, it's always hard to lose someone you've
loved. Hopefully the best memories are etched in your mind to be
retrieved when you need them. He sounds like a wonderful part of
your family and | know he'll be missed. Nancy & Bob

NanNCY Linebaugh - May 11, 2015 at 06:56 PM

Jackie, your father left an amazing legacy. Reading his obituary was an
honor that brought tears to my eyes. | have a walking ap on my phone
that allows me to choose my charity. In memory of your father | will
contribute all of my May walking profits to Wounded Watrriors.
Thankfully you have many family members with whom you can lean on
during this time. With heartfelt sympathy, Jessika Potter

jessika potter - May 11, 2015 at 11:17 PM


https://www.thehealingstartshere.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thehealingstartshere.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

1 file added to the album fishing at Lake Powell

Pat Stark - May 11, 2015 at 06:47 PM

1 file added to the album fishing at Lake Powell

Pat Stark - May 11, 2015 at 06:47 PM

Pat Stark lit a candle in memory of Col. "

James Barclay Carvey

Pat Stark - May 11, 2015 at 06:40 PM

The best of the "Greatest Generation" You will be missed Dad. You will
always be in our hearts

Pat Stark - May 11, 2015 at 06:42 PM



Great Grandpa you were the best person to get to know, it was
amazing to get to be born into a family like this and get to know my
great grandparents, | remember as a child | was the first one to
develope the name "grandpa the great” and | still call you that. | will
miss you very much please save me a spot up in heaven right next
to you and our relatives. God bless my family and heal us as we
mourn this sad loss of life but happy eternity for ever up in your
hands, bye for now grandpa the great.

Jonathan Sossoman - May 11, 2015 at 06:34 PM

Jackie, This is a wonderful tribute to your Dad and | appreciate your
Sharing it. | knowyou have inherited much of his character and
strength which | pray will help give you comfort through your sorrow.
Love, Helen

Helen VanNess - May 11, 2015 at 06:30 PM

Dear Jackie, What a beautiful tribute to your dad. I feel as if | know
him now. As a Red Raider myself, it was so fun to read of the
tradition of firing the canon originated with your dad. | am so sorry
for your loss and | thank you, on his behalf for his excellent service
to our country during WW 2. | pray that with his almost 100 years of
life, you will find many reasons to smile at treasured memories
when you find your self missing him. May you find solace during
your times of grief. Terri Cox

Terri Cox - May 11, 2015 at 05:52 PM
May the memories of your Dad be always be within your heart.
Love, Jan & Jay Medas

Jan Medas - May 11, 2015 at 05:31 PM



